I expected that one day the continuation of CYCLONE would be published. After all, I mentioned already in the first volume that it could record the following fifty years. 

What I did not expect, however, was the maintained enormous level of composing interest in this area. Every single week on average one and half compositions came into existence, so that after only ten years they formed a valuable collection, which is worth being documented. 

Now, forty years earlier, you are opening it.
PROLOGUE 

What makes the Cyclone themes so fascinating that still more composers are involved in them?

On the one hand the substance of each of them can be described using three letters only. 

On the other hand they belong to the most difficult composing challenges.

CYCLONE was published in 2000 and was received beyond all expectations. The reviewers wrote of it in superlatives; there were even some voices calling it the best chess composition book ever. (Selected comments can be found on the back cover.) That is surely an overestimated valuation. At the same time it was for me a great challenge when writing this second volume. 

The readers asked me to publish the continuation within the coming years and several authors promised to compose the necessary amount (hundreds) of problems. 

What is the most important contribution of CYCLONE?

One could expect the collection will serve for originality control. A composer looking for a new matrix could easily check if someone else had not done it before. In that way the rate of anticipations decreased clearly. Composers were concerned with more interesting schemes, in longer cycles, often with record ones. That resulted in an increasing ratio of fairy problems to orthodox ones. 

And those orthodox settings that were created very frequently belong to the highlights of the genre. 

Cyclone compositions are often highly ranked by judges of tourneys too. A few examples to illustrate this follow. 

A majority of Cyclone problems in the 6. WCCT received awards in the tournament. They can be found among the Blank Diagrams. 

Reto Aschwanden, the most prolific Cyclone composer, became the World Champion in the fairy section for the period 2001-2003.

However, the results of the 8. WCCT resonated in the most Cyclone way. In a competition where five countries judge anonymously and probably the highest level of objectivity is assured, Cyclone compositions won in both threemovers and fairies. At the same time, in the fairy section Cyclones took the first twelve places in a row!

The composing results were the most valuable. For that reason, too, the average level of compositions in CYCLONE 2 is higher than it was in the first volume.

Since 2000 the congress tourney Spišská borovička has asked composers to add any of the Cyclone themes to the required one.

The outstanding computer program WinChloe created a new “Cyclone” filter in the basic menu, which helps to find out the Cyclone compositions by a single click. 

The relevant web site brought the Cyclone News yearly (http://jurajlorinc.tripod.com/chess/cyclone.htm). 

And in Wikipedia a new entry “Lacny cycle” appeared with a reference to the CYCLONE book (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lacny).

From the theoretical news let me mention the Threemovers Extensions, Key-Reappearance Themes, as well as the extremely large diagrams mostly by Reto Aschwanden. 

New authors appeared (among them the “beginner” Petko Petkov, whose first Cyclone compositions are in this volume) and others found a great predilection for these themes (e.g. Ján Dučák, Vasil Markovtsy, Dragan Stojnić, Evgeni Bourd and in recent years also the late Ruud Beugelsdijk). 

There are also composers loyal to this area all their lives. The record is held by the eponymous Ľudovít Lačný, who composed his first such problem back in 1949, and so far the last one in 2010, which means it will not be in this volume. 

It would be logical to predict that preparation of the second volume would be much simpler than the first one. That is and is not true.

The whole development and detailed survey was made easy thanks to the above-mentioned program WinChloe, internet connection of a majority of the authors, and the Mat Plus web discussion forum.

On the contrary, big technical troubles were caused paradoxically by computers. After ten years it was almost impossible to prepare the book in the same way (though I had kept the old versions of programs). In the latest version the macros linking the diagram with the solution table did not run, the older ones had a problem with certain diacritical marks, and in the oldest one a correct print file could not be created. What you see is a relatively complicated combination of different versions.

Unlike the technics the members of the competent Cyclone-team were absolutely reliable.

CYCLONE 2 is again a world-wide event.

Eighty three people helped me to gain the detailed pieces of information. In the book you will find fourty nine originals and new versions or corrections. 

Each encyclopedia has its deadline. Therefore several excellent compositions will be missing in this volume (by Kirchner, Kotěšovec, Lačný). Nor is there here the much more economical position by Vasilenko, which had been just mentioned in an article, but the author did not record it and nobody has ever seen it. On the contrary, the position by Lačný was unearthed, of which I wrote in the first volume as of the irretrievably lost...

And Reto Aschwanden, after successful cycles on the chessboard, started several years ago to cycle also outside: what attracts him above all are hundred-kilometer trips with kilometers of elevation and high mountain passes. 

Who at that time would have said where the Cyclone world of chess composition would get to one day?

CYCLONE 2 

HOW TO READ THIS BOOK

The book is divided into three main units: 

THEORETICAL PART.

If you are looking for an overview table of the whole system, you can find it in the chapter Three White Moves. 

If you want to distinguish non-thematic Anti-Cyclone tables, then have a look at the Four White Moves. 

And if you need a guide how to measure the distance between key and threat, just browse the Five Or More White Moves.

MAIN PART. 

Contains the collection of Cyclone compositions from the period 2000-2009.

FINAL PART. 

Consists of lists, definitions, but also gives the Answers To Questions For Readers, and offers Quick Navigation.

COMPARING CYCLONE AND CYCLONE 2

I tried to make CYCLONE 2 look exactly like the first volume. I continue the numbering of diagrams. Therefore CYCLONE 2 starts with the number 1674. In that way the sequence and uniformity is preserved. 

The statistical data may slightly differ from the first volume. The reasons are explained in the Statistics. 

The opening page of each of the Cyclone themes contains new additional information. 

Along with the theme-name a text formula occurs. It should not replace the table, but sometimes it can be very useful. 

In the overview tables of pioneer compositions a file with the classic fairy twomover with only one family of fairy units has been added.

The structure of CYCLONE 2 corresponds with that of the first volume, sometimes a complete paragraph is repeated unchanged. It was my aim to make the second volume independently readable. 

Several chapters are extended by news from the last ten years. 

How to treat the missing problems from CYCLONE?

I was considering different options. In the end I simply inserted them among other compositions according to the themes. You will find them in this volume. 

The non-traditional sources of publication were also something new. 

Contemporary electronic media allow us to publish anything and immediately. For that reason I also included the compositions published within an internet discussion forum. This information is publicly accessible and I have asked the authors for permission. Let it be an inspiration to others! 

And even though since publication of CYCLONE a lot of excellent problems have appeared, yet it is true that “Seven Is The Challenge”. The sevenfold cycle in a classic twinless fairy twomover has been achieved only once. Do you know which composition I am talking about?

THREE WHITE MOVES

How many white moves do we need to create a cyclic change?

And how many black moves?

The answer to the first question is given in the title of the chapter. 

At least three white moves are needed to build a cyclic relation. (Two moves make reciprocal, hence non-cyclic relation.) For that reason the basic definitions will be shown for three white moves. 

The number of black moves (defences) can be lower (two, one, but also zero). It is because the Cyclone is always a cycle of white moves, and never of black ones. 

WHAT IS CYCLONE

We will explain the CYCLONE for a multiphase twomover, the content of which can be written into a table: 

[TABLE "SOLUTION"]

A text formula may also be used. In it, only white moves are given, threats in brackets and phases separated by a slash: K(T)MMM/K(T)MMM/K(T)MMM.

Let´s mark the moves of White (key, threat or mates) by capital letters A, B, C, ... and moves of Black (defences) by small letters a, b, c, ...

Such a cyclic change, in which the white moves are shifted ABC to BCA, while the black moves remain constant, belongs to the CYCLONE.

The basic element of the Cyclone system is a table with only one cyclic relation. It can be either horizontal or vertical. 

Different combinations of white moves and types of tables result in 12 basic Cyclone themes.

[TABLE "CYCLONE3"]

Everything is simple with the number of three moves. 

And why is the complete type of table named after the horizontal type, and not after the vertical one?

Well, it is true that the complete Lačný cycle consists of three horizontal Lačný cycles (between phases I-II, II-III, III-I), but also of three vertical Rice cycles (after defences a-b, b-c, c-a). It could easily be named the complete Rice cycle.

Let’s move on to see the reason. 

The complete Shedey cycle consists of three horizontal Shedey cycles (between phases I-II, II-III, III-I). 

In the other direction it is less homogeneous. It consists of two vertical Ukrainian cycles (threat-defence a, threat-defence b) and one vertical Rice cycle (defences a-b). 

That is why using the name after the vertical cycle would not be uniform. Including the name Rice cycle would be confusing as that name would be used for a different complete cycle. 

By using the horizontal name Shedey cycle everything remains simple. 

It is similar with the two following types. 

The complete Kiss cycle consists of three horizontal Kiss cycles (between phases I-II, II-III, III-I), but also of two vertical Ceriani cycles (key-defence a, key-defence b) and of one vertical Rice cycle (defences a-b). 

The complete Djurašević cycle consists of three horizontal Djurašević cycles (between phases I-II, II-III, III-I), but also one vertical Ukrainian cycle (threat-defence a), one vertical Ceriani cycle (key-defence a) and one vertical Reeves cycle (key-threat).

Names such as complete Lačný, complete Shedey, complete Kiss and complete Djurašević definitely indicate (in the same way as with the horizontal cycles) if we are talking of cycle of mates only, or of threats-mates, or keys-mates, or even keys-threats-mates.

CLASSIFICATION 

CYCLONE is organized simply for quick orientation.  

Therefore there is a margin on each page showing the place in the system where we are at the moment. 

It is organized in this way. 

THEME 

> 1. Lačný cycle
 

> 2. Shedey cycle
 

> 3. Kiss cycle
 

> 4. Djurašević cycle

 

> 5. Rice cycle
 

> 6. Ukrainian cycle
 

> 7. Ceriani cycle
 

> 8. Reeves cycle
 

> 9. complete Lačný cycle
 

> 10. complete Shedey cycle
 

> 11. complete Kiss cycle
 

> 12. complete Djurašević cycle
 

NUMBER OF WHITE THEMATIC MOVES 

>> 3-fold
 

>> 4-fold
 

>> 5-fold
 

>> 6-fold
 

>> 7-fold and more


STIPULATION  

>>> orthodox #2
 

>>> #3-n
 

>>> =2-n
 

>>> S#
 

>>> R#
 

>>> H#
 

>>> fairy #2 - conditions
 

>>> fairy #2 - units
 

>>> fairy #2 - all
 

>>> other fairies
 

>>> hybrids
 

>>> rest
 

CATEGORY 

>>>> no twin
 

>>>> twins
 

>>>> variations 

(the theme is shown not between the phases but between variations of a threemover, for example)
 

>>>> hocus 

(hybrid positions, reflecting the whole position etc.)
 

>>>> pocus 

(different rebirths in different types of Circe, etc.)
 

NUMBER OF BLACK KING´S DEFENCES 

>>>>> no bK defence
 

>>>>> one bK defence
 

>>>>> two bK defences
 

>>>>> three bK defences
 

>>>>> four bK defences
 

>>>>> five and more bK defences
 

MECHANISMS  

(they are closely connected with the concrete theme) 

Sometimes the classification is less or more detailed. 

WHERE CAN YOU FIND A PROBLEM WITH MORE THAN ONE DIFFERENT CYCLE 

This is what determines the order: 

1. more white thematic moves

2. higher number of cyclic theme

3. longer distance between key and threat

SOURCE, DIAGRAM AND SOLUTION 

Above the diagram the following descriptions may appear: 

AUTHOR: The surname is written in capital letters.

AFTER: For uniformity, every new addition by a new author not accepted by the original author, is called “after”. 

AWARD: The expression “ex aequo” has been regarded as superfluous and therefore omitted. 

TOURNEY: Given if different from the original source. 

EXACT DATE:  

For the purpose of this book, the date of priority is given, which means: 

1. for an informal tourney the date of publication (written in printed or electronic media). 

2. for a formal tourney the closing day of a tourney. 

Reason: The date of a problem is important when comparing the priority of two problems. The two dates given by me are the only dates where it is clear the problem had been in existence before. 

(In the Codex we can read: 

Upon first publication of a chess composition, the author acquires the right to claim priority for it, and a priority date is assigned to it. 

Whether a chess composition is younger or older than another one is ascertained by comparison of the priority dates of both compositions.)

Awards of formal tourneys often use the record Year1-Year2. In that way they are then reprinted in magazines, FIDE Albums and databases. For CYCLONE 2 I originally intended (beside the priority date) to use the mentioned record, but then I realized that in fact I don’t know what those two years mean. 

A very unclear example of this sort is the 8. WCCT, the largest world official composing tourney. 

The cover of the brochure reads 2006-2008. 

Yet the competition was announced in 2005. 

The closing date was in 2007. 

And the award brochure was then published in 2009. 

Nobody was able to explain to me what those years 2006 and 2008 mean...

I like exact and clear nomenclature, which is why CYCLONE 2 gives the date exactly as it was in the first volume.

CORRECTION: A correction (of an unsound position) and a version (of a correct position) are recognized. The correction is given in the last position only and also the original date is written. The version which is no more than slightly polished is also given in the last position only. But if the version is a constructional alternative, both positions are quoted. 

COMPUTER TEST: 

C+ means sound problem. C- means unsound problem. C? means not computer tested problem. 

Generally the computer test has been done through a check of the written moves only. So there might be some duals in by play etc., that do not damage the cyclic content.  

Below the diagram the following descriptions may appear: 

STIPULATION:

Definitions and wording of stipulations can be found in the List Of Stipulations.

FAIRY CONDITIONS and FAIRY UNITS are explained in the Definitions.

TWIN: 

Zeroposition starts with twin A, otherwise with B.

SOLUTION:  

The numbers of moves of both sides are given only in non-standard cases (variations instead of phases etc.). 

Sometimes the phases are inverted to leave the ABC/BCA order. 

Also virtual threats are given.  

A try given in brackets means that this try could also be replaced by set play. 

In the case of set play the key cell is empty. 

THE AIM AND THE SCOPE OF CYCLONE 2

While CYCLONE contained problems published up to 1999 (precisely until 1.11.1999), CYCLONE 2 covers the following 10 years (rounded to calendar year) 2000-2009 (precisely from 2.11.1999 to 31.12.2009). 

CYCLONE 2 has the same ambitions as its predecessor, which is to present all the known thematic compositions of the relevant period. 

As in the first volume, there are several “earlier” and “later” ones. 

By the earlier I mean the problems which, by date, should be in the first volume, but were not, because I did not know them at that time. 

By the later ones I mean originals in CYCLONE 2. 

These exceptions I cannot solve in any other way. You can read more details of this in the Statistics. 

Otherwise you will not find here any composition published in 2010, though I know of several very interesting ones. 

SOUNDNESS AND ORIGINALITY 

These two aspects have been ignored completely.  

My aim was to provide a comprehensive overview.  

That is why there are all positions here regardless of whether sound or original enough.  

As a documentalist, I have left to the reader the possibility to create his own opinion of originality by comparing the problems. 

THE PRINCIPLES OF CHOICE

OR WHAT YOU WON’T FIND HERE

The following principles are valid generally, not for three white moves only.

1. THE CYCLE IS CLOSED. 

The problem by Bruch shows different moves by the same Pawn, even if in the very shortened notation the record would look the same. 

The one by Tanner has seven elements, but the relation between them makes an open chain, not a closed cycle. At the same time it illustrates the difficulty of cyclic themes. (Will someone try to “cycle” it?)

[DIAGRAM xxi xxii]

2. THE THEMATIC MOVES MUST BE SINGLE. 

The first example works with duals in cyclic, but not a Cyclone way. 

The following three diagrams would have been Cyclones, if only one of the threats in each phase were omitted. Apparently, the aim of the authors was different.

[DIAGRAM xxiii xxiv xxv xxvi]

3. THE BLACK DEFENCES MUST BE CONSTANT IN ALL PHASES. 

The legendary twomover by Kovačević with use of the en passant capture has different defences in both phases. Similarly the three-phase fairy twomover by Kotěšovec, in which moreover the black defences “look like” the white moves.

[DIAGRAM xxvii xxviii]

4. THE THEMATIC MOVES MUST BE IDENTICAL. 

Therefore it is not important whether the written form is the same (check/quiet move or capture/non-capture are still the same moves). The same unit and the same arrival square are the determinants of an identical move. 

In the twomover by Kasár different Rooks move. The fairy twomover by Lörinc looks more complicated, however: in the end different non-stop Equihoppers deliver mate. 
[DIAGRAM xxix xxx]

5. INVERSION OF THE THEME IS NON-THEMATIC. 

In both examples a cycle of black moves is to be found, while the white moves remain constant. That is the exact opposite of the Cyclone changes.

[DIAGRAM xxxi xxxii]

6. CONTINUITY OF SOLUTION MUST BE PRESERVED. 
It is non-thematic if the black moves are played once as the 1st move, and then as the 2nd move (Wessels). 

Or if the cycle (though after the constant defence) is interrupted by any other move (Shavyrin). 

The theme must not be very distant from the beginning of the solution. Maximally acceptable is a shift of one whole move (i.e. the white key can be shifted at most to the 2nd move, the black defence equally to the 2nd move, White’s threat to the 3rd move, and equally the thematic mate to the 3rd move).

For that reason the Cyclone theme is non-thematic in variations on the 3rd and 4th move (Zharkov, Storozhenko), and in the similarly elaborated multiphase fivemover (Bogdanov). 

[DIAGRAM xxxiii xxxiv xxxv xxxvi]

7. CYCLONE IS A CYCLE OF REAL MOVES.

The first three examples use just the moves that don’t work (dual avoidance), the fourth one experiments with blank cells in the table being one element in the cycle. 

[DIAGRAM xxxvii xxxviii xxxix xl]

8. OTHER NON-THEMATIC CURIOSITIES. 

The following “twin” does not need any further explanation.

[DIAGRAM xliA xliB]

ADDITIONAL THEMES 

Following the rule that no thematic cell may be empty, the additional non-cyclic themes are written only in exceptional cases. 

Pseudo-cycles (with different defences within phases) are given only where they are closely connected with the cyclic content. If only a pseudo-cycle is present, the problem is not thematic.  

Equally the threat and key themes based on refutations only (Dombrovskis, Hannelius, Vladimirov, Banny) are written in special cases.  

Change of defence is not shown.  

Inversions of key and threat or key and mate (le Grand) are shown only when they add a special value to the problem.  

The “mutate” form is not emphasised in any way. 

Additional changes of non-thematic mates are given in these cases:  

- if the change of mate after a non-thematic defence follows at least in two thematic phases  

- in the non-thematic phase if there is a change of at least two mates after thematic defences compared with one of the thematic phases, and furthermore the mates are different  

- in the non-thematic set play - equally as in other non-thematic phases, but if Black has only one thematic defence, the change of mate in non-thematic set play is given as well 

- if the change of mate after a non-thematic defence is of such a kind that in one phase it is followed by a thematic cyclic mate and in the other phase by a completely new mate, then this change of mate is generally not given

In several cases I have made an exception in the interests of greater accuracy.  

FOUR WHITE MOVES

Extending the Cyclone from number of three to number of four looks simple, but just at first sight.

Particularities of an even number are shown in the overview table.

[TABLE " CYCLONE-4"]
From it, two relevant facts are readable. 

Firstly, the themes Djurašević cycle and complete Djurašević cycle have two options. (They are distinguished by the distance between key and threat, which is not dealt with here, hence it will be explained for more-fold cycles.)

Secondly, the even number of white moves enables not only a cyclic relation, but also a double reciprocal one, which I called Anti-Cyclone in the first volume and which does not belong to the Cyclone system.

HOW TO CHECK IF THE CHANGE IS CYCLONE

The spirit of a Cyclone theme is the cyclic relation.

This is such a relation between two rows (or columns) in the table, where white moves are shifted in a closed cycle (at the end we come back to the starting element). 

The horizontal cycles have one cyclic relation between two rows (phases of a composition), the vertical cycles between two columns (mates, threats or keys). 

In the complete tables, each row has a cyclic relation with at least one other row and each column has a cyclic relation with at least one other column.We can verify if the relation is cyclic. 

As an example the non-trivial Djurašević cycle distance 2 is used. 

[TABLE] 

Start with move A in phase I – which is a key. 

See below what is in phase II – it is a move C. 

Look at this move C in phase I – it is a mate after defence a. 

Now look in phase II which move follows after defence a – it is B.

Check again, what is B in phase I – it is a threat. 

Find the threat in phase II – it is D. 

What is D in phase I? – a mate after defence b. 

Finally, check the mate after defence b in phase II – this mate is A. 

The circle is closed, the theme is Cyclone. 

The complete cycles are more complicated, but there also the pairs of rows as well as the pairs of columns can be compared. 

With four white moves, there are non-cyclic relations in the Cyclone table, too. According to the definition it is important that there is no row or column existing without at least one cyclic relation.

WHAT ABOUT THE ANTI-CYCLONES?

Similarly to the overview Cyclone table with four white moves, an analogous Anti-Cyclone table exists. 

Each Cyclone theme has its anti-pole in an Anti-Cyclone theme. (With the difference that the Anti-Cyclone theme 12 is of one option only.)

To distinguish exactly what is and what is not cyclic with four moves, the descriptions and examples of all Anti-Cyclone themes follow. As they are not Cyclone themes, only the text formula of each theme is quoted.

1. ()ABCD/()BADC

This is not a fourfold Lačný cycle, but instead it is a double reciprocal change of mates ()AB/()BA and ()CD/()DC.

[DIAGRAM xlii]

2. (A)BCD/(B)ADC

This is not a fourfold Shedey cycle, but instead it is the le Grand theme (A)B/(B)A connected with a  reciprocal change of mates ()CD/()DC.

[DIAGRAM xliii]

3. A()BCD/B()ADC

This is not a fourfold Kiss cycle, but instead it is a key-mate reversal A()B/B()A combined with a reciprocal change of mates ()CD/()DC.

[DIAGRAM xliv]

4 / type 1. A(B)CD/B(A)DC

This is not a fourfold Djurašević cycle distance 1, but instead it is a key-threat reversal A(B)/B(A) combined with a reciprocal change of mates ()CD/()DC.

[DIAGRAM xlv]

4 / type 2. A(B)CD/C(D)AB

This is not a fourfold Djurašević cycle distance 2, but instead it is a key-mate reversal A()C/C()A combined with the le Grand theme (B)D/(D)B.

[DIAGRAM xlvi]

5. ()AB/()BA/()CD/()DC

This is not a fourfold Rice cycle, but instead there are two reciprocal changes of mates in four phases ()AB/()BA and ()CD/()DC.

[DIAGRAM xlvii]

6. (A)B/(B)A/(C)D/(D)C

This is not a fourfold Ukrainian cycle, but instead there are two le Grand themes in four phases (A)B/(B)A and (C)D/(D)C.

[DIAGRAM xlviii]

7. A()B/B()A/C()D/D()C

This is not a fourfold Ceriani cycle, but instead there are two key-mate reversals in four phases A()B/B()A and C()D/D()C.

[DIAGRAM xlix]

 (By the way, this composition shows three Anti-Cyclone themes: type 6, type 7 and type 8.)

8. A(B)/B(A)/C(D)/D(C)

This is not a fourfold Reeves cycle, but instead there are two key-threat reversals in four phases A(B)/B(A) and C(D)/D(C).

[DIAGRAM l]

9. ()ABCD/()BADC/()CDAB/()DCBA

This is not a fourfold complete Lačný cycle, but instead between rows there are six Anti-Cyclone themes of formula 1 and between columns there are six Anti-Cyclone themes of formula 5.

[DIAGRAM li]

10. (A)BCD/(B)ADC/(C)DAB/(D)CBA

This is not a fourfold complete Shedey cycle, but instead between rows there are six Anti-Cyclone themes of formula 2 and between columns there are three Anti-Cyclone themes of formula 5 and three Anti-Cyclone themes of formula 6.

[DIAGRAM lii]

11. A()BCD/B()ADC/C()DAB/D()CBA

This is not a fourfold complete Kiss cycle, but instead between rows there are six Anti-Cyclone themes of formula 3 and between columns there are three Anti-Cyclone themes of formula 5 and three Anti-Cyclone themes of formula 7.

[DIAGRAM liii]

12. A(B)CD/B(A)DC/C(D)AB/D(C)BA

This is not a fourfold complete Djurašević cycle (of any type), but instead between rows there are two Anti-Cyclone themes of formula 4 / type 1 and four Anti-Cyclone themes of formula 4 / type 2 and between columns there is one Anti-Cyclone theme of formula 5, two of formula 6, two of formula 7 and one of formula 8.

[DIAGRAM liv]

Is it clear?

Then we can switch to a higher gear!

FIVE OR MORE WHITE MOVES

The way in which the CYCLONE was extended from three to four moves will be used for the number five, too. 

Again, the overview table gives us some oddities. 

[TABLE "CYCLONE-5"]
The number of different Djurašević cycles is the same as it was for four moves, which is two. 

However, the complete Djurašević cycle is of only one type, whereas for four moves there were two. 

Why is it so and how are these two facts connected?

It is due to a different distance between key and threat. 

Let´s look through the fivefold complete Djurašević cycle to analyze the separate phases and relations between them. 

There are altogether ten relations (between every two phases), five of them are of type Djurašević cycle distance 1 (between phases I-II, II-III, III-IV, IV-V, V-I) and five of type Djurašević cycle distance 2 (between phases I-III, I-IV, II-IV, II-V, III-V). 

When analyzing the columns we learn that of ten relations (between every two columns) there are three of type Rice cycle (defences a-b, b-c, c-a), three of type Ukrainian cycle (threat-a, threat-b, threat-c), three of type Ceriani cycle (key-a, key-b, key-c) and one relation of type Reeves cycle (key-threat).

The fivefold complete Djurašević cycle cannot be arranged in any other way, which is why only one type exists.

HORIZONTAL CYCLES (2xN)

The simplest way of extending the cyclic table is by adding a new element at the end of the cycle, which comes to a so-called “mechanical table”. 

Almost all the horizontal cycles of any size are of this type only. 

The exception is the Djurašević cycle, which contains all three functions of white moves (key, threat, mate). Let´s research the number of different cyclic types dependent on numbers of white moves. 

White moves in the cycle (n) are shown in a circle scheme. 

Key and threat may be either right next to each other (distance 1), or the distance between them may grow, until the number n-1. 

A circle is symmetrical, therefore some pairs are identical (their schemes are reflected). 

This is the case if we get behind half of the circle (behind the axis of symmetry). 

Let me return to numbers of white moves (n), which we are already familiar with. 

If n=3 then the distance between key and threat can be either 1 or 2. However, those two cases are symmetrical hence identical, so the number of cyclic types is c=1. 

If n=4 then the distance between key and threat can be either 1 or 2 or 3. However, the first and last cases are symmetrical hence identical, so the number of cyclic types is c=2. 

If n=5 then the distance can be 1 or 2 or 3 or 4. However, the first and last cases as well as the second and last but one cases are symmetrical hence identical, so the number of cyclic types is again c=2.

[CIRCLE SCHEMS + TABLES 3/1 4/1 4/2 5/1 5/2]

The number of cyclic types (c) depends on the number of thematic white moves (n) according to the formula: 

c=|n/2|

if n=3, then c=1 (distance d=1)

if n=4, then c=2 (d=1, d=2)

if n=5, then c=2 (d=1, d=2)

if n=6, then c=3 (d=1, d=2, d=3)

if n=7, then c=3 (d=1, d=2, d=3)

etc.

[CIRCLE SCHEMS + TABLES 6/1 6/2 6/3 7/1 7/2 7/3]
HOW TO MEASURE THE DISTANCE BETWEEN KEY AND THREAT

What is visible in the circle scheme may well be readable from the cyclic table.

We will proceed in the same way as we did when checking if the table is cyclic. 

Let´s measure the distance between key and threat in a fivefold table of type Djurašević cycle distance 1. 

[TABLE]

Start with key in phase I, a move A. 

Below in phase II there is a move B.

Now find B in phase I – it is the threat.

Stop here. 

Only one “step” from key to threat was enough, the distance between them is 1.

(If we should start with phase II, we would come to the distance 4. However, because of symmetry it is clear that it is equal to the distance 1.)

For better understanding we can measure another fivefold table, of type Djurašević cycle distance 2. 

[TABLE]

Start with key in phase I, a move A. 

Below in phase II there is a move C. 

Now find C in phase I – it is the mate after defence a (step 1). 

Again look below – which mate follows after this defence in phase II? – It is E.

Look for E in phase I – it is the mate after defence c (step 2).

See which mate follows after this defence in phase II – it is B. 

Find B in phase I – it is the threat (step 3).

Here stop, as we have got from the key to the threat. 

Well, three steps were needed. However, we got behind the half of the circle, hence three steps are equal to two steps (which would we get if we should start with phase II). 

Thus the distance is 2.

Let me summarize the numbers of particular horizontal types 2xn:

The Lačný cycle is always of only one type, independent of the number of white moves n. 

The same applies to both the Shedey and Kiss cycles; they have got only one table, too. 

For the Djurašević cycle the number of tables grows with the increasing number of white moves, and can be calculated according to the formula given above. 

VERTICAL CYCLES (Nx2)

All four vertical types, namely the Rice cycle, the Ukrainian cycle, the Ceriani cycle and the Reeves cycle, for each n, are only of the type of table which is the “mechanical” one.

Does it still look too simple?

Then come on to higher numbers, which not only cannot be counted on the fingers of one hand, but where often the latest mathematical knowledge does not help.

COMPLETE CYCLES (NxN)
Composers will surely be interested to know how many cycles of each Cyclone theme are in existence and which of them have not yet been composed. 

What can we say about the complete (nxn) cycles?

Let me first remind you what the overview tables showed us for the number of white moves 3, 4, 5.

If n=3, then 

for the 3x3 complete Lačný cycle there is 1 table

for the 3x3 complete Shedey cycle there is 1 table

for the 3x3 complete Kiss cycle there is 1 table

for the 3x3 complete Djurašević cycle there is 1 table

If n=4, then 

for the 4x4 complete Lačný cycle there is 1 table

for the 4x4 complete Shedey cycle there is 1 table

for the 4x4 complete Kiss cycle there is 1 table

for the 4x4 complete Djurašević cycle there are 2 tables

If n=5, then 

for the 5x5 complete Lačný cycle there is 1 table

for the 5x5 complete Shedey cycle there is 1 table

for the 5x5 complete Kiss cycle there is 1 table

for the 5x5 complete Djurašević cycle there is 1 table

What happens if the number of white moves is 6?

Starting with this number some unexpected things appear, which have not yet been generalized and often not even calculated...

We know just the following: 

If n=6, then 

for the 6x6 complete Lačný cycle there are 10 Cyclone tables*

for the 6x6 complete Shedey cycle there we know nothing 

for the 6x6 complete Kiss cycle there we know nothing 

for the 6x6 complete Djurašević cycle there we know nothing 

* the number of all possible tables is 22, of which 10 are cyclic in both directions (thus Cyclone), next 4 are cyclic in one direction only (and according to the definition non-Cyclone) and the other 8 are Anti-Cyclone.

For the number of white moves 7 or higher no result is known for any of the complete cycles. 

At the same time, it is proved that for each n>5, every type of complete cycle has more than one table. 

That is why I can only repeat what I wrote ten years ago: The exact number of solutions we will see in the future. 

Finally an example of the fact that the larger complete Cyclones may become very interesting. The following table of size 11x11 is not the “mechanical” one.

[TABLE 11X11]

Each row has a cyclic relation with every other row. 

Besides that each column has a cyclic relation with every other column. 

Furthermore, this table is also “diagonally cyclic”, i.e. each diagonal starting top-left and finishing bottom-right has a cyclic relation with every other such diagonal and the moves in the same order ABCDEFGHIJK! 

Mathematical help for n>5, shown in this part, has been supplied in mutual collaboration by Andrey Zhuravlev of Russia and Ian Wanless of Australia. They also used existing constructions by others.

NEW CYCLONE THEMES?

Are there 12 Cyclone types or is there anything new to discover?

Imagine a table, one size of which is neither 2 (which is the minimum), nor n (which is the maximum), but something in between. Let that something be m (n>m>2).

NxM THEMES

Several composers (Jean-Marc Loustau, Georgy Evseev, Andrey Zhuravlev, Ľudovít Lačný, Dragan Stojnić) wondered why the CYCLONE did not include also the tables 4x3 or 5x3, generally nxm.

By cutting off the nxn tables a variety of new types comes into being (of 4x4 the 4x3, of 5x5 either 5x4 or 5x3, even 4x3, etc.)

Let´s study such options from the point of view of the cyclic table definition. 

Take for example the 4x4 table (for simplicity the one with the complete Lačný cycle) and remove the right column (defence d). 

[TABLE]

Is such table a cyclic one?

First compare the mutual relations of the three remaining columns (a-b-c).

Relation a-b is cyclic, it is a fourfold Rice cycle.

Relation a-c is not cyclic.

Relation b-c is a fourfold Rice cycle, too.

Each column is in cyclic relation with at least one other column.

However, this is not true in the other direction.

No one row is in cyclic relation with any other row. 

The table does not fit in the definition, which is why it is not a separate cyclic theme, rather a combination of two basic vertical tables. 

(We would come to the same conclusion also with the other types of complete table.)

IN SIMPLICITY THERE IS BEAUTY. 

One could object that changing the definition just a little would give a different result. 

I help myself by an argument which is not mathematical; rather it is aesthetic.  

The CYCLONE system, as it stands with its 12 basic themes, is beautiful in its simplicity. Leave the transparency and do not complicate it by adding any amount of new themes. (Those will not be omitted, as such compositions are classified within the basic cyclic tables.)

MxN THEMES
In a similar way the last phase (IV) may be removed. 

[TABLE]

We get the same result, just horizontally. There are two fourfold Lačný cycles. Again, not a new theme, rather a combination of two horizontal cycles of the same kind. 

MxM THEMES

With the themes cut off in both directions everything is simple. 

Cut one column and one row simultaneously. 

A table 3x3 is left. Is it cyclic?

[TABLE]

The mutual relations of rows and the mutual relations of columns do not create closed cycles. Such a theme is not cyclic. 

(This method can be used not only for mates, but also for threats and/or keys.)

[DIAGRAM lv lvi]

A question for the reader: 

Both diagrammed compositions show a table 3x3, which is derived from a 4x4 complete Cyclone table, by the omission of one row and one column. 

Which 4x4 table was it originally for lv and which for lvi? 

 (The answers are given at the end of the book under Answers To Questions For Readers.)

THREEMOVER EXTENSIONS

With the research of longer cycles is linked an original idea by Reto Aschwanden. He analyzed a threemover with two-phase fivefold cycle of key, threat on 2nd move, continuation after the defence on 1st move, threat on 3rd move and mate after defence on 2nd move.

The record of one phase looks like this: 1K(2T)2C(3T)3M, where K=key, T=threat, C=continuation, M=mate.

The mentioned themes belong to the most paradoxical ones (one can use just five thematic white moves and two thematic black moves, nothing more). At the same time no one of them fits into the Cyclone scheme, which is why they are non-thematic for the Cyclone system. 

Yet I present their complete overview with all the known compositions. 

Such a systematic research could inspire similar discoveries in the future. 

The author found 24 possibilities, half of which were repeated, so just 12 different ones left. Is it a coincidence?

Type 1: A(B)C(D)E/B(C)D(E)A

[DIAGRAM lvii lviii]

(For information integrity let me just mention the unsound composition by Ján Dučák, Pat a mat 2009.)

Type 2: A(B)C(D)E/B(C)E(A)D

[DIAGRAM lix]

Type 3: A(B)C(D)E/B(D)E(C)A

[DIAGRAM lx]

Type 4: A(B)C(D)E/B(D)A(E)C

[DIAGRAM lxi]

Type 5: A(B)C(D)E/B(E)D(A)C

[DIAGRAM lxii]

Type 6: A(B)C(D)E/B(E)A(C)D

[DIAGRAM lxiii]

Type 7: A(B)C(D)E/C(D)B(E)A

[DIAGRAM lxiv]

Type 8: A(B)C(D)E/C(E)B(A)D

[DIAGRAM lxv]

Type 9: A(B)C(D)E/C(E)D(B)A

[DIAGRAM lxvi lxvii]

Type 10: A(B)C(D)E/C(D)E(A)B

[DIAGRAM lxviii]

Type 11: A(B)C(D)E/D(C)E(B)A

Type 12: A(B)C(D)E/D(E)B(C)A

Reto Aschwanden published this system in 2001 in feenschach, where he wrote: “Several years will pass by until each of the introduced themes will be realized at least once.” 

There are no examples for the last two types so far.

ADDITIONS TO CYCLONE

The first part reproduces the 17 “blank” diagrams of the 6. WCCT (see CYCLONE pp. 7-8, Give Me A Red Card). 

The second part gives the corrections and additions (awards, details, computer test...) for the compositions published in the first volume. 

BLANK DIAGRAMS

The following problems were separately printed in 2003 and were sent to all purchasers.

[DIAGRAM 358 400 481 482 574 593 595 623 758 795 812 1137 1203 1208 1304 1641 1642]

ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS

EPILOGUE 

WHO IS WHO 

The CYCLONE team did not change at its heart.

Juraj Lörinc. 

Together with John Rice he is responsible for the fairy definitions.

He prepared the statistical data and overview lists. 

He computer-tested several problems. 

He has added information to the web site Cyclone. 

And other and other details. 

John Rice. 

He checked the English language for the complete continuous text.

Together with Juraj Lörinc he checked the English fairy definitions.

Ľubomír Širáň.

He helped to solve the technical difficulties in the preprint phase. 

He scanned the illustrations. 

I have used the know-how of others, who had offered it for the first volume:  

Christian Poisson (font for creating the diagrams), Tomáš Horváth (macros for preparing the diagram with solution), John Roycroft (cyrillic to English transliteration of names). 

WHAT IS WHAT 

The list of technical support for the book.

SOFTWARE.

- for the database: WinChloe 1.53

- for pre-preparation of the diagrams: Microsoft Excel 2000

- for the positions: Microsoft Word 2000

- for solving: WinChloe 1.53 and 3.06, Popeye 4.55

- for the layout: Quark X-Press 3.32

- for creating circle schemes: CorelDraw 8.0

- for preprint: Adobe Acrobat 9 Pro Extended, Enfocus PitStop Pro 09

- for e-mailing: Gmail, Opera 10.62

- for programming: Microsoft Office Excel 2007

- for others:

Corel Draw X4, Adobe Photoshop CS2, Microsoft Office Word 2007

HARDWARE.

- for the main work:

GenuineIntel Intel(r) Celeron(tm) Processor, 128 MB RAM

- other computers:

Intel(R) Pentium(R) Dual CPU E2160 1.80 GHz, 2 GB RAM

Toshiba Pentium(R) Dual-Core CP4 T4200 2.00 GHz, 4 GB RAM

Asus X51L

iMac 2.8 GHz Intel Core 2 Duo, 2 GB 800 MHz, DDR2 SDRAM

- for scanning the illustrations: Canon CanoScan 4400F

VARIOUS.

The diagrams are produced in the font 1echecs.ttf. 

On the diagram, the rotated signs of fairy units are added dynamically. 

In the solution, the abbreviation of each fairy unit is given by a unique combination of capital letters. 

CHRONOLOGY

Important compositions, articles and lectures, as well as different events connected with the Cyclone follow.

The titles of articles are translated into English.

1999 

In the jubilee tourney Y. Cheylan-60, the Djurašević cycle in variations was required in the threemovers section. The original closing date fell on the very last day for inclusion in the first volume of CYCLONE (1.11.1999). Then, however, the person celebrating the jubilee postponed it nine days later (on 10.11.1999), which is why those compositions are published in this second volume. And they are something to enjoy!

2000 

In the summer, at the beginning of August, CYCLONE is published. 

At the Pula congress, Reto Aschwanden gives a lecture on the topic New Cyclic Ideas In Fairy Chess, in many aspects a revolutionary one. Immediately after it there was a comment by Bedrich Formánek: “There has never been a lecture like this.”

Reto Aschwanden is active also as a writer. In idee & form at first his part 2 of the topic Four Wheel Drive is published. In it, all the 4x4 Cyclone and Anti-Cyclone options are discussed. 

Later on the same author in the same magazine starts part 1 of the series called Thematically Compact Two-Phase Themes With Change Of Functions.

In Great Britain a brochure is published by Torsten Linss, Das Lacny-Thema mit vier oder mehr Themamatts (The Lacny Theme With Four Or More Thematic Mates), of which The Problemist wrote “It is unfortunate timing to publish a book about cyclic problems so soon after Peter Gvozdják´s mighty Cyclone.”

Since 2000, the traditional congress tourney Spišská borovička asks for combination of the required theme with a Cyclone one. 

Cyclone News brings to the web the award of the 12. TT Spišská borovička, text and picture information of CYCLONE, with a possibility to download the selected pages.

2001 

At the Wageningen congress another lecture by Reto Aschwanden is given, this time of the Feldmann Theme In Fairy Direct-Mates.

Several interesting articles come out: 

In idee & form parts 2 to 5 of Aschwanden´s series Thematically Compact Two-Phase Themes With Change Of Functions put in an appearance.

Georgy Evseev publishes in Pat a mat an article called Cycles Based Upon Play Of Black Transmuting King.

Valery Shanshin writes for the Uralsky problemist of the Lačný cycle under the title To The Jubilee Of A Popular Theme.

In feenschach the extended 18-pages version of the previous year’s lecture by Reto Aschwanden is published, New Cyclic Ideas In Fairy Chess.

StrateGems publishes an article by Miroslav Brada, New Ideas In Chess Composition. The author explains new fairy conditions in the Cyclone examples. 

Several important problems are published: 

A joint composition by Reto Aschwanden and Peter Gvozdják in StrateGems bears a motto “Grand Unified Theory”. It is a combination of three complicated themes: 4x4 complete Kiss cycle, 4x4 complete Djurašević cycle distance 1, and the same with distance 2. Later it received an Extraordinary Prize.

Marjan Kovačević publishes in Pat a mat an orthodox twomover with the Kiss cycle, for the first time without black captures. 

The record-mania goes on: 

Peter Gvozdják, in the same magazine, extends the Kiss cycle to a 7-fold one, however at the cost of a twin with reflected position. 

Reto Aschwanden breaks new records in the Djurašević cycle. In harmonie he publishes the 7-fold Djurašević cycle distance 2, and in Phénix a similar one with the distance 3.

Peter Gvozdják publishes in The Macedonian Problemist a twinning 8-fold Rice cycle.

Cyclone news includes the award of the 13. TT Spišská borovička, three missing problems from CYCLONE, but also 16 out of 17 blank diagrams from the book.

2002 

At the Portoroz congress Peter Gvozdják gives a lecture called Cyclone – Anything New?

In idee & form parts 6 to 8 of Aschwanden´s series Thematically Compact Two-Phase Themes With Change Of Functions are published.

James Quah writes for Pat a mat an article Key-Threat-Mate Paradoxes With AMU. 

Reto Aschwanden, in StrateGems, meditates about large chessboards in Some Thoughts About The Quality Of Chess Problems.

In the Russian magazine Zadachi i etyudy an article by Yuri Sushkov is published, The Moves Change Their Functions.

Daniel Papack raises the bar in the Kiss cycle. In the Spišská borovička 14. TT he wins the 2nd Prize with an orthodox twomover without any capture in thematic variations. 

Miroslav Kasár composes the twinning 5-fold Ceriani cycle. The longer cycles were known earlier, but this one is the first of its kind. 

Peter Gvozdják, in StrateGems, raises the record in the Rice cycle to the number of 9. Of course it is a fairy twomover, furthermore with zeroposition and checking keys.

A joint fairy twomover by Peter Gvozdják and Reto Aschwanden, in idee & form, incorporates the complete Shedey cycle, the only fairy element being magic units. 

Cyclone News screens the award of the 14. TT Spišská borovička, introduces three new authors and reminds readers about this year’s congress lecture. 

2003 

At the Moscow congress two lectures indirectly connected with CYCLONE are given. 

First Peter Gvozdják speaks of the Anti-Cyclones In Twomovers. When the official translator learned that the author would translate it from English to Russian by himself, she became visibly happy.

Then Andrey Zhuravlev introduces his classification system of themes “Stairway” Changes.

In Pat a mat Václav Kotěšovec shows the calculation results What Is The Number Of Possible Cyclic Changes?

Janez Nastran publishes in The Problemist an orthodox threemover with the Djurašević cycle using the en passant paradox. The author revealed it took him four years before the optimal position of the black King was fixed. It is one of the most important Cyclone compositions of the decade. 

In Die Schwalbe a joint problem is published by a tetrad Reto Aschwanden, James Quah, Juraj Lörinc, Peter Gvozdják. It shows a 4x4 complete Kiss cycle with the help of Circe Parrain and directional units. The authors had discussed the matrix already at the Portoroz congress, but it was a while before the correct problem emerged.

Jean-Marc Loustau publishes in Šachové umění a classic fairy twomover (with only one family of fairy units) with the 5-fold Djurašević cycle distance 2.

Ľudovít Lačný adds another classic fairy twomover with the 4-fold Ceriani cycle in the B. Formánek-70 jubilee tourney.

Cyclone News brings the award of the 15. TT Spišská borovička, but also the last missing blank diagram. And the series History 50-40-30-20-10-0 years ago start. Within it, the following compositions were discussed: 50 years (year 1953): no one, 40 (1963): 1219, 30 (1973): 390, 20 (1983): 622, 10 (1993): 821, 0 (2003): 2145.

On the web site the vote for the best Cyclone problem of each theme took place.

After publication of the last blank diagram from CYCLONE, according to my promise, I printed the diagrams and posted the sheet to all readers.

2004 

At the meeting of Slovak chess composers in Slovenský raj, Peter Gvozdják speaks of the Top Cyclone Fairy Problems. 

In Belgrade, at the Serbian chess composition festival, Branislav Djurašević gives a lecture. The topic covers The Ideal Form Of Djurašević Theme In A Threemover. Among other problems the threemover by Janez Nastran from The Problemist 2003 is shown.

James Quah treats the Symmetric Cyclones in Pat a mat.

Ľudovít Lačný shows me at the Slovenský raj meeting his complex research of the tables with changed mates (up to size 7x7 it took several pages). As far as I know, these results remained hitherto unpublished.

Reto Aschwanden publishes in Die Schwalbe an article A Small Excursion In Geometry. The principle and matrix of a joint composition with Peter Gvozdják is explained. The theme is a 6x6 complete Kiss cycle on the 11x11 chessboard. The elliptical matrix was found by computer program, hence the research exceeded the human possibilities.

In idee & form a joint fairy fourmover by the French-Swiss duo Jean-Marc Loustau, Reto Aschwanden appears. The composition shows the 3x3 complete Lačný cycle in combination with the cycle of white 2nd, 3rd and partially even 4th moves. It took the authors more than a year until the first correct position was reached; it had 55 units on the 8x8 chessboard. In the final version there were 16+29 units, so that the authors have got a feeling of “great liberty” of the diagram position. In my humble opinion, it is the very best fairy composition ever composed. 

In Pat a mat the orthodox twomover by the duo Tichomír Hernádi, Peter Gvozdják is published. It contains the twinless Djurašević cycle. The trick lies in the retroanalysis, which proves the impossibility of the first white move, so that a new phase with the cyclic shift is created. The idea was at least ten years old, however; the authors had to meet personally to finish it. 

The duo Reto Aschwanden, Jean-Marc Loustau publishes in Phénix a classic fairy twomover with the 6-fold Djurašević cycle distance 1.

Peter Gvozdják adds in Pat a mat the 8-fold Djurašević cycle distance 4. The problem violates maybe all the classic conventions.

In Pat a mat a joint composition by the trio Peter Gvozdják, Reto Aschwanden, Juraj Lörinc appears. The theme of it is the 5x5 complete Djurašević cycle. The cylinder chessboard is of size 8x15.

Besides the Anti-Cyclone field is developed. Georgy Evseev publishes in Pat a mat a fairy twomover with the theme A(B)CDEF/C(D)ABFE, which is the first combination of all three types of reciprocal change. 

At the above-mentioned meeting in Slovenský raj a director of the competition from 1988 surprises everybody when he shows the “irretrievably lost” unpublished twomover, that at its time had shown the 4-fold Shedey cycle for the first time. Present was Ľudovít Lačný, who was especially surprised because he could not remember it, although he was the author. Another surprise followed when Jozef Havran said he had sent a composition with the very same theme to the same competition, which was not published either. Subsequently it was found by the director. So instead of one lost son, suddenly two were found.  

By the end of the year Pat a mat announces its 4. TT. Required were the “incomplete” tables derived from the 4-fold Cyclones as well as from the Anti-Cyclones.

Cyclone News contains the award of the 16. TT Spišská borovička, then the article Lost Problem Found After 16 Years, and beside it the History 50-40-30-20-10-0 years ago with the following compositions: 120, 709, 1590, 855, 607, 2461.

I start to input new Cyclone problems into the WinChloe database.

2005 

A very interesting analytical article appears in Phénix. The authors Jean-Marc Loustau, Reto Aschwanden named it The Extended Tura Themes. It analyses combinations of the Lačný cycle with the Tura theme in a threemover.

An “anti-composition” by the pair of authors Ľudovít Lačný, Peter Gvozdják shows the 7-fold Shedey cycle in an orthodox twomover; however, the conventions are ignored once again. 

Cyclone News brings the award of the 17. TT Spišská borovička, then Cyclone Additions, and finally the History 50-40-30-20-10-0 years ago with the following compositions: 530, 42, 1340, 563, 1204, no one.

2006 

Within his blog, Juraj Lörinc writes of the Lord Of The Winds On Chessboard. Guess who he is speaking about.

In Pat a mat the first orthodox threemover with the 5-fold Shedey cycle sees the light of day. The authors are Ľudovít Lačný, Peter Gvozdják, Jean-Marc Loustau.

Cyclone News contains the award of the 18. TT Spišská borovička, Cyclone Additions Updated, History 50-40-30-20-10-0 years ago with the compositions: 20, 1223, 101, 337, 1024, 2052.

2007 

At the Rhodes congress Michel Caillaud speaks of the Anti-Kiss. He shows an original by Philippe Robert, in which a dual-avoiding move is added to the Kiss cycle. Later on, the author of the problem published similar ones with the Anti-Lačný and Anti-Shedey.

In StrateGems a series of articles discussing the Cyclone themes starts. First Mike Prcic writes of the Alphabet Soup. After that the parts Rice Cycle (Cyclic Zagoruiko) and Shedey Cycle continue.

James Quah had prepared a collection of his own problems under the title Creative And Imaginative Chess Concepts. A large number of them show the Cyclone themes. The author entitles this brochure “not a publication”, but I couldn´t omit it. 

Cyclone News traditionally gives the award of the 19. TT Spišská borovička, Cyclone Additions Updated, History 50-40-30-20-10-0 years ago with the compositions: 185, 409, 1279, 1567, 1637, 1912.

2008 

Two important orthodox threemovers by Dragan Stojnić appear. 

In Mat Plus there is the Ceriani cycle with changes between phases. 

And in the International Day of Chess Composition Tourney, the deadline of which falls on the last day of the year, there is the Djurašević cycle with long castling. 

In Cyclone News we can find the award of the 20. TT Spišská borovička, Cyclone Additions Updated, History 50-40-30-20-10-0 years ago, this time with the compositions: 143, 1210, 336, 446, 1208, 2407.

2009 

From the beginning of the year I prepare the concept of the book, complete lists and positions and by the end of the year I send the files with compositions of the definitive authors to be checked or added to.

At the festival in Marianka the following Cyclone talks are given:

First James Quah Sequence Non-Reversal With En Passant Or Castling. 

Then Peter Gvozdják in Seven Is The Challenge emphasized that although the Cyclones made a large jump forward during the last ten years, still the 7-fold cycle (of any type) in a classic fairy twomover has not been composed. 

Immediately after that lecture Reto Aschwanden reads his own Fairy Or SPG? and to the surprise of the audience he proves that the title of the previous lecture is not valid any more. He has shown namely a classic fairy twomover with the Djurašević cycle distance 1. The composition was then published as an original in Die Schwalbe and was dedicated to the previous lecturer. How was it possible that Reto could produce such a composition?

Dragan Stojnić is active as a writer. Mat Plus Review publishes first his The Gockel Type Of The Djurašević Theme and consequently The Renaissance Of The Djurašević Theme In Orthodox Twinless Problems. In the latter the first threemover with the Djurašević cycle after the King´s move is shown.

Ruud Beugelsdijk writes an article in The Problemist about hybrid positions with cyclic changes Some “Makeshift” Constructions. It includes several originals. This was the last article by the author. 

Dragan Stojnić also publishes a brochure Moji ciklični šahovski problemi (My Cyclic Chess Problems).

The final award of the 8. WCCT is issued. In the G section a Cyclone fairy twomover has won with the score 3.75++ and in the B section also a Cyclone threemover that has scored 3.625. Those are the two highest marks among all 545 compositions in the whole competition.

Cyclone News is this time restricted to only one sentence: Bad news for Cyclone-haters and good news for Cyclone-fans: in 2010 the CYCLONE 2 (2000-2009) will be published!

2010 

I work on the book several hours a day. I mark the mechanisms, check the originality, write the text. I specify the selection, process the originals and new versions. 

Juraj Lörinc prepares the fairy definitions.

Both of them are then checked by John Rice. 

The illustrators are finishing their drawings.

In the summer I start to work on the final layout. 

Etc.

STATISTICS – PROBLEMS

Several statistical data may slightly differ from those given in the first volume. 

The originals from CYCLONE had originally been included in the year 1999, even though the book was published in 2000 (then I had explained it could not be done in another way). In the statistics of CYCLONE 2 those diagrams are moved to the year 2000, and therefore to another decade, too. 

The originals in CYCLONE 2 are handled in the same way, only the year 2009 has been changed to 2009+. The suffix “+” indicates the fact that CYCLONE 2 comes out after 2009. 

Another reason for statistical differences are those older problems missing in the CYCLONE, which are projected to the statistical tables and charts of the definitive decade. 

For statistical purpose, any later version is recorded in the year of original composition.

Contemporary statistics are more precise, they express the up-to-date degree of knowledge. In the future they may be specified again.

[TABLE – „STATISTICS“]

[CHARTS]  

STATISTICS – AUTHORS

[TABLE „LAST TEN YEARS“ „DECADES“ „COMPLETE HISTORY“]

THE END

CYCLONE 2 was issued forty years earlier than I expected.

Will the CYCLONE 3, which should have been published in 2100, also be ahead of time?

Here I could answer anything, don´t you think?

[CHAPTERS CYCLES 1-12]

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS FOR READERS

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Where does the name Cyclone come from?

The name Cyclone was first used by Milan Velimirović, partly as a joke, for identification of both the Lačný and Shedey cycles in his article Shift if Shift Can from Mat Plus 1995.

What is the difference between the cyclic and the Cyclone themes?

The Cyclone themes are a subset of the cyclic ones. Put simply, in the Cyclone themes white moves are cyclically shifted with unchanging black moves. 

Which was the first Cyclone problem?

The first known Cyclone composition is the unsound fairy selfmate by Luigi Ceriani from Die Schwalbe 11.1930 (the number 1546 in CYCLONE). However, for the first intentionally composed problem with this subject the orthodox twomover by Ľudovít Lačný of the Przepiórka MT C 1.1.1949 is considered (composition number 1).

Which period is shown in CYCLONE 2?

CYCLONE 2 covers a decade 2000-2009.

Who is the author of the Cyclone system and when was it used for the first time?

The Cyclone system was invented by the author of this book.

It was introduced for the first time in a lecture at the Benidorm congress 1990. After that it was published in an article in Phénix 1992.

Are the Cyclone themes difficult for composing and solving?

From the composing point of view, these themes belong to the most demanding ones. 

From the solving point of view, they may or may not be difficult.

Are the illustrators of CYCLONE 2 the same as those in the first volume?

Two of them yes, the third one is new. 

How are computers used when composing Cyclone problems?

In contrast to some other areas of chess composition, in composing the Cyclone themes the human intellect is irreplaceable. A computer program can be used to a very limited degree to find out, for example, suitable squares or lines for an abstract matrix. I doubt that could change in the coming years (if ever at all). 

Of course, for testing soundness computers are perfect, in this field too.

Are there copies of the first CYCLONE available?

Yes, at the time of writing this second volume copies of the first one were still in stock.

When will the CYCLONE 3 be published?

Nobody knows. 
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DEFINITIONS – STIPULATIONS

IMPORTANT ABBREVIATIONS
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Born on 16.11.1965.

First problem 14.9.1979. 

Almost six hundred problems published.

Of these more than a half show the Cyclone themes.

CYCLONE 2 is not a new book. It is just the re-cycled first volume. 

Peter Gvozdják, Hlaváčiková 9, SK-84105 Bratislava 4

peter.gvozdjak@gmail.com
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