Marianka 2012 Fairy tourney award
The tourney was announced for any kind of problems. The only requirement was that royal lion had to be present in the problem. Any fairy elements, any stipulations, any twins, no limits.
Compared to the previous years, there was one important difference. After the announcement of the theme the tourney was announced at internet as well
 and anybody could participate. This resulted in the improved participation numbers compared to the previous years. Fortunately, the Marianka participants were able to supply some good works too and thus the tourney was organized not only alongside other Marianka events, but it was well integrated. Thus I believe we can repeat format open to everybody next year.

Altogether I have received 27 problems by 16 composers. After long deliberations I have decided to keep traditional way of awarding fairy tourney in Marianka (places instead of prizes, HMs and commendations). This helps the poor judge avoid the need to qualify the quality in more-or-less absolute terms, while it allows relative comparisons, all that in very short timeframe. Also, the decision to stop the number of awarded problems at 12 was arbitrary.
The overall level of the competition seems satisfactory for a 4-day tourney. However, I regret the absence of the higher number of strategically complicated entries. Royal lion is a piece with huge potential, very dynamic flight play possible. Some authors however used it as more-or-less ordinary piece, there were even entries where royal lion could have been substitued by normal lion, thus completely disregarding the royal property. 

Here are the winners.

12th Place – Ľuboš Kekely, Slovakia (present in Marianka)

Ľuboš has submitted three SAT problems with royal lion, pointing to the potential of the given combination of fairy elements. A propos, SAT problems with royal grasshopper are currently being explored by Neal Turner and printed around the world. Royal lion is slightly different in this context, requiring more flight guarding, but still similarly interesting. In my view other problems by Ľuboš allow substantial improvements, but I wanted to have at least one SAT problem in the award. Here it is and it is not easy at all. White wants to force selfmate by 1.Bd5+ (providing flight d5 to rLIb3 and guarding potential flight e4 in anticipation of ...) rLIb1+ (providing flight b5 to rLIb8). However 1.Bd5?? is illegal due to flight g8, wB is pinned there. Thus the play concentrates on forcing guard of g8 by Black. It can be done after placing the bR on g2 and opening the whole g-file, at the same time changing the guard on the potential flight h8. This all is a worthy rLI + SAT strategy, unfortunately the play is quite crude.
11th Place – Mario Parrinello, Italy (not present in Marianka)

The key thematical feature is hidden in mates by neutral pieces. Checking nB/nR cannot be moved away by Black (or be captured) as suddenly there would be check from white royal lion to the black royal lion. Interesting bit of strategy, but there is not much more there.
10th Place – Ivan Skoba, Czechia (present in Marianka)

That is just the echo play. I could not resist including it in the award in spite of schematism and use of banal twinning (it is a big no-no for some help-echo lovers).
9th Place – Geoff Foster, Australia (not present in Marianka, of course
)

All mates are very similar and document well the mobility of lions even on the almost empty board. Twinless position, even with the set play, but as often, I have the feeling that it is just something shown by computer (even if this need not be truth).

8th Place – Mario Parrinello, Italy (not present in Marianka)

Helpselfmate with three analogous phases is nothing to frown upon. This even aspired to higher place, but in the end I could overlook the artificial twinning not on par with a strategy to be presented. White royal lion is quite active, but in the mate his only escape way is blocked by bR behind bK, such sudden turn of events is very pleasant to discover. The use of RLf8 is a pity.
7th Place – Ladislav Salai jr. & Ladislav Packa & Peter Šoltýs, Slovakia (present in Marianka)
Surely the most unexpected stipulation received: fairy moremover. It even has the logical structure. Yes, the key takes six (!) flights and provides only one, but that is a key part of the mechanism – round trip of royal lion forced by round trip of (1,6)-leaper. Once the RLg8 is removed from the board, the main plan with no defence for black whatsoever works. With better construction (not in terms of wood numbers, but rather types of fairy pieces) this also would be higher.
6th Place – Michel Caillaud, France (present in Marianka)

Although the play is not completely analogous, there are easily seen some elements of diagonal-orthogonal transformation. White creates D/O antibattery aimed at rLI that cannot move away due to lack hurdles and the check has to be parried by bQ interference on the line, resulting in the D/O line doublecheck mate. No cookstoppers and great technique.

5th Place – Daniel Novomeský, Slovakia (not present in Marianka)
The final position (exactly echoed three times without twin) includes pin of both sparrows on the line segment between two royal lions. The better placed similar problem (3rd Place) uses twinning, but it has even four-fold echo and works without additional fairy pieces (i.e. replaces sparrows here by rooks).
4th Place – Václav Kotěšovec, Czechia (not present in Marianka)
Unlike the other competing echo problems, this echo of rook incarceration in two neighbouring corners does not provoke feeling of being computer generated. Although the emphasis is not on the royal lion, I have decided to reward the creativity in this case. With better justification of royal lion use this would be placed maybe even higher.
3rd Place – Daniel Novomeský, Slovakia (not present in Marianka)

... but the fourfold echo is more after all. Please, turn your attention to the stipulation. Helpself double stalemate. It is quite unusual and very few such problems exist. With fourfold far and transformed echo the result is quite extraordinary. Now just the position without twins has to be found.
2nd Place – Luis Miguel Martín, Spain (not present in Marianka)

No echo. Well, let's say no exact echo. Also no great strategy. But the idea repeated in all solutions is very royal lion specific and required no additional fairy elements. It is all about placing the pieces on the board such that both wR and bB have access to the same square where also both royal lines intersect. Then wR checks brLI orthogonally and obviously rLI cannot escape check over rook. Therefore bB has to capture wR, checking wrLI in the process, and the no-escape over checking piece situation is repeated. Nicely done.
1st Place – Emil Klemanič, Slovakia (present in Marianka)

The single competing twomover scores the highest points in the category royal lion specificity. It also belongs to the minority of problems striving for strategical content and manages to show well known theme using very unusual mechanism. There are three lines of the black rLI extending beyond hurdles c4, d5, e6, initially guarded from behind by white line lions e1, g2, h4. Three tries are unified by the mechanism of threat creation (hurdle leaves line), allowing mate by queen on the respective line. But provision of the new hurdle, always by the same rose, recreates in a way the diagram situation and thus there is no mate. In the solution White threats mate on another line (further unification) and rose defences guard the new mate. However, rose arrivals cut flight lines and allow the threats of tries as answers. As a result we get three threat paradoxes, with duel rose vs. queen. (And there is still plenty of room for improvement.)
I would like to thank all participants for their efforts and congratulate the winners.

Marianka / Bratislava, August 2012

Juraj Lörinc

IJ FIDE for fairies

L'ubos Kekely

Marianka 2012

12° Place

















s‡5                             (5+13) C+

SAT

Circé

=Pičce Royale

=Lion

1.Fd5+?? - g8 flight

1.Tg2+!

1…T×g2(Th1) 2.Th5+ g×h5(Th1) 3.T×h5(h7)+ C×h5(Th1) 4.Th3+ g×h3(Th1) 5.Fd5+ LIRb1‡


2…C×h5(Th1) 3.T×h5+ g×h5(Th1) 4.Th3+ g×h3(Th1) 5.Fd5+ LIRb1‡

Chernet

Echec double

Anti-batterie

Batterie blanche

Clé de sacrifice

Captures réciproques

Auto-clouage indirect

Auto-déclouage indirect

Clouage indirect

Déclouage indirect

AaA

Clé d'échec

Mario Parrinello

Marianka 2012

11° Place

















h‡2                           (1+8+2) C+

2.1.1.1

=Pičce Royale

=Lion

1.Tg6 LIRf7 2.F×d4 Fn×d5‡

1.Fh4 LIRh2 2.Tg×e4 Tn×d2‡

Zilahi

Boros

Echo diagonal-orthogonal

Mat par double clouage

Auto-clouage direct

Clouage direct

Clouage indirect


Ivan Skoba

Marianka 2012

10° Place

















sh=3                             (2+3) C+

b) g8e8

c) =b) f8d8

d) =c) e8c8

e) =d) d8b8

=Pičce Royale

=Sauterelle

=Lion

a)

1.Tg6 2.SRe8 3.Tf7+ LIRh5=

b)

1.Tf6 2.SRd8 3.Te7+ LIRh4=

c)

1.Te6 2.SRc8 3.Td7+ LIRh3=

d)

1.Td6 2.SRb8 3.Tc7+ LIRh2=

e)

1.Tc6 2.SRa8 3.Tb7+ LIRh1=

Pats modčles

Pat par clouage

Echo caméléon

Echo(0,1)

Echo(0,2)

Echo(0,3)

Echo(0,4)

Clouage direct


Geoffrey Foster

Marianka 2012

9° Place

















h‡2,5*                           (3+2) C+

4.1.1.1.1

=Pičce Royale

=Lion

1.LIf3 LIg6 2.LIf5 LIf6‡

1…LIh6 2.LIe3 LIg3 3.LIg5 LIg6‡

1…LIf6 2.LIf3 LIh3 3.LIf5 LIe6‡

1…LId6 2.LIb7 LIc7 3.LId7 LId8‡

1…LIc6 2.LIRd6 LIh6 3.LIe3 LId2‡

Anti-batterie

Mats miroir

Echo

Echo(0,2)

Echo miroir diagonal

Echo ŕ 90°


Mario Parrinello

Marianka 2012

8° Place

















hs‡2,5                          (7+6) C+

b) b4a5

c) b4c3

=Pičce Royale

=Lion

=Tour-Lion

a)

1…T×d4 2.LIRb2+ Rf4 3.LIRf6+ Re5‡

b)

1…T×d5 2.LIRa2+ Rf5 3.LIRf7+ Re6‡

c)

1…T×d3 2.LIRc2+ Rf3 3.LIRf5+ Re4‡

Echecs croisés

Duel Noir-Blanc

Anti-batterie

Batterie royale

Batterie blanche


Ladislav Salai Jr

Ladislav Packa

Peter Soltys

Marianka 2012

7° Place

















‡9                                (2+3) C+

=Pičce Royale

=Fou-Sauterelle

=Lion

=Tour-Lion

=Bondisseur(1,6)

1.(1,6)c7?

mais 1…FSb8!

1.(1,6)a7!

1…LIRa8 2.(1,6)×g8 LIRh8 3.(1,6)h2 LIRh1 4.(1,6)b1 LIRa1 5.(1,6)c7 FSb8 6.(1,6)Rd8 FSd6 7.(1,6)Re2 FSb8 8.(1,6)Rf8 FSd6 9.(1,6)Rg2‡

Duel Noir-Blanc

Circuit de pičce féerique

Circuit en carré

Circuit blanc

Circuit noir

Switchback noir

Switchback de pičce féerique

4 coins

Clé désampliative

Clé give and take


Michel Caillaud

Marianka 2012

6° Place

















hs‡3                             (2+4) C+

2.1.1…

=Pičce Royale

=Lion

1.LIh1 Fb6 2.LIb7 Fd8 3.Rc6+ Dd5‡

1.LIf7 Fc5+ 2.Re5 Ff8+ 3.Rf6+ Df5‡

Echecs croisés

Echec double

Anderssen noir

Anti-batterie

Batterie noire

Auto-clouage direct


Daniel Novomesky

Marianka 2012

5° Place

















hs==5                           (2+2) C+

3.1.1…

Köko

=Pičce Royale

=Moineau

=Lion

1.Mb3 LIRb1 2.Mc3 Mc1 3.Mb5 Md5+ 4.LIRe4 Mc4 5.Mc2+ Md3==

1.Mb1 Md4 2.LIRf3 Md3 3.LIRd5 LIRc2 4.Mb2 LIRa2 5.Mb3+ Mc4==

1.LIRf3 Md4 2.Mc4 LIRg2 3.Mc5 LIRc6 4.Mc4 Md3 5.Md5+ Me4==

Switchback blanc

Switchback de pičce féerique

Boros

Duel Noir-Blanc

Anti-batterie

Pat par clouage

Echo

Echo(1,1)

Echo(2,2)

Echo miroir horizontal

Echo miroir diagonal

Echo ŕ 90°

Auto-clouage direct

Clouage indirect


Václav Kotesovec

Marianka 2012

4° Place

















sh=10                           (1+4) C+

2.1.1…

=Pičce Royale

=Lion

1.Tc7 2.LIb8 3.Ta7 4.LIRa8 5.Ta1 6.Ca3 7.LIRa2 8.Cb5 9.LIb1 10.Cd4 R×d4=

1.Tc2 2.Ta2 3.LIRa1 4.Ta8 5.Ca3 6.LIRa7 7.Cb5 8.Cc7 9.LIb8 10.Cd5 R×d5=

Sacrifice noir

Pats modčles

Echo caméléon

Echo(0,5)

Echo miroir horizontal

Echo miroir vertical

Echo miroir diagonal

Echo ŕ 90°

Echo ŕ 180°


Daniel Novomesky

Marianka 2012

3° Place

















hs==4                           (2+2) C+

2.1.1…

b) e6g5

Köko

=Pičce Royale

=Lion

a)

1.Tf8 LIRe5 2.LIRf7 Tg6 3.LIRh5 Tg8 4.Tf5+ Tg5==

1.LIRf7 Te7+ 2.LIRf4 LIRe6 3.Td5 LIRc4 4.Td4+ Te4==

b)

1.Tf4 Td5 2.LIRe6 LIRe3 3.Tc4 Tb5 4.Te4+ Te5==

1.Tf7 LIRh5 2.Tf6 LIRe5 3.Td6 LIRc7 4.Tc6+ Tc5==

Switchback blanc

Switchback de Tour

Boros

Duel Noir-Blanc

Anti-batterie

Pat par clouage

Echo caméléon

Echo(0,3)

Echo(1,2)

Echo(1,3)

Echo(1,5)

Echo(2,2)

Echo miroir horizontal

Echo miroir diagonal

Echo ŕ 90°

Echo ŕ 180°

Auto-clouage direct

Clouage indirect


Luis Miguel Martin

Marianka 2012

2° Place

















hs‡3,5                          (2+2) C+

4.1.1…

=Pičce Royale

=Lion

1…Fc4 2.Tf3 Fg8 3.LIRe8 LIRb7 4.Tf7+ F×f7‡

1…Fg2 2.Tg8 LIRe4 3.LIRc8 Fh3+ 4.Tg4+ F×g4‡

1…LIRc1 2.Te3 LIRh6 3.LIRh5 LIRd2 4.Te2+ F×e2‡

1…LIRd1 2.Tg4 LIRh5 3.LIRh1 LIRe2 4.Tg2+ F×g2‡

Echecs croisés

Duel Noir-Blanc

Sacrifice blanc


Emil Klemanic

Marianka 2012

1° Place

















‡2                             (11+13) C+

=Pičce Royale

=Rose

=Lion

=Fou-Lion

=Tour-Lion

1.FLc8? [2.De3‡]

mais 1…ROe5!

1.d6? [2.Df3‡]

mais 1…ROc6!

1.c5? [2.Df4‡]

mais 1…ROb4!

1.c×b3! [2.Dc2‡]

1…ROe5 2.De3‡

1…ROc6 2.Df3‡

1…ROb4 2.Df4‡

1…F×f2 2.C×f2‡

Echo diagonal-orthogonal

Somov B2

Echec double

Anti-batterie

Dombrovskis

Duel Noir-Blanc

Pseudo-Le Grand

� See http://jurajlorinc.com/chess/ma12faan.htm.


� Although, we had here James Quah from Singapore a few years ago.





